INTRODL ICTION)

Title of the work
The work, as we find it in the presen, edition :

telling us that sage Parifara is celating ll'rﬂ-ﬁarm. ".Pcn. with a verse
word appears to have been used only g dc;m(c : r:-blucarum. This
in general, and not to indicate the name of the fmrck T

of our text names it s Krpl-pavitara, and agrees wih A, o P
respect:  According to the colophon of the printed tc;c ; [? A this
ehe work is Kygi-samgraba, while it has been named K y : :I tldc. f’f
the India Office MS., and Kygi-tantra by Jogesh Chandr::?[‘{:b.‘ i
Ancient Indian Life (p. 30). y in his

Authorsbip and date

-Both tl'ic tidc of the work and its colophon associate the name of
_[iaraiar_a__wuh it. There arc many proofs of its high antiquity, In
the first place, the versification throughout the work tends to prove
that it b.elongs to a period anterior to the rise of the Nibandha litera
ture whlcl? dates back approximately to the eleventh century A. D.,
if not carlier. Nonc of the well-known Smru-digests or Nibandhas is
written in verse though, of course, there are innumerable verses cited
from various authorities. Again, the author of the present work cites
only two authorities, viz., Manu and Girgya, contrary to the usual
practice of Nibandha-kiras whose works abound in quotations not
merely from carlicr works but also from contemporary ones. This is a
singular feature which makes it probable that the work was composcd
before the rise of the Nibandhas. It may also be noted chac the work
is written in a fashion which is rarely met with in the Indian literature
after the eighth century A.D., since when the actention of the lndiafl
scholars has mainly been directed towards the exposition of the recogni-

1+ For a detailed account of the work, its authorship, date, contents, ¢tc,

Sec S, C. Benerji in ABORI, Vol. XXXVI, 1955,
2 See under description of the MS,
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sed Smeti texts and to the preparatt
the various branches of lc:arning’by re
giving the author’s own conclusions. et S
absolutely unreasonable to suggese @ perid cachi

century when the work mighe
duting which the original Dharma-

The reference to Girgya io the wark‘ does not help o
fixing its date, becausc the date of Gargya himself is .;s }:Ct un.cc.mm.
A good deal of difficulty arises from the name ‘I asikaca. If h.c
Yijhavalkya in the Jise of tradi-
Vo than

conciling d

e :
Hence, it will not, periaps,
ehan the cighth

i ey
have come inco being, 1€, in &ne pcno'
Sistras were yet being compascd.

not hclp us matecially

be the same person as menticaed b}- :
cionzl authors of Dharmatdstra, the work then muse be estlier

Y3jAavalkys, and should be placed between l_ganﬂfs. D. T.hc
work comtains a citation of Parifaca as an authoricy—a face which
eends to prove the author ta have beea diflercne from the wcll-kno‘wn
avthor of the Dharmasistea,  But, the practice of the zuthor referring
to himself in che thied person is not uacommon in Sanskeit literature.”
Whaevet this Parifara may be, and whatever his date, the name s
cerqainly very old.

Fere a question natugally anises as to whether the auther of the
Kysi-parsiars can be the samc as the auchor of dhe well-known
Paratarasmrti which s regarded as the highest authoricy o che Kali
Age. While there are no extcrnal evidences on the marter, che intecnal
evidences fail to prove anyching conclusively. [f boch the ParaSaras ace
regarded as identical, it becomes difficule to account for the com-
plete absence of verses from the Krsi-pardisra or of any reference to ic
w the porvion of the Paraiars-smres dealing with agriceliure, It is
idle to argue that the Sisect onl}' incidcuully teiers to agticulturc. and
thac the lack of relezence 1o the Krgi-parafora is merely accidental;
because, the Smyei devotes no less than about a dozen verses to this
pacucular topic. O the other hand, it also scems 2 bit steange that
the author of the Kygi-parifara dacs not refer 10 e chapters on agri-
culture contained in his own Smrti woek. Moreaver, while the Snzti
dwells ac length on the question of castes in relation to agriculwt'c,

3 CL prayena dcaryanioh iyar faili yat wibbipray amapi paropadeiamivs
varnayanii—Kullaka uader Manu L 4 (N, S, P, ¢d)
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the Krgi-pardiara appears to be sceupulowsly silent on this point,  Had
the author of the latter been also the composer of the Smypui
work, he could have hardly cesiseed the tempeation of putsing in a word
TLIND D the caste-duties on which Mana sod other authoritative
Switi works have given their definice opinion, and of which he him-
sclf has ’P°'.“"‘ 4 good deal in bis own work, An evidence again
the alleged identity of the two works is to be found in the difference
between the rules, provided by the two, about ehe pacticular kinds of
bU“S.!O be tejected for the putpose of cultivation, According to ¢he
Smpti, the bulls of the loMowing desecriptions are to be avoided.*

(1) bindnge (delocoed)
(2) vyadbita (diseased)
(3) Alive (impotene)
(4) fsudbita (hungey)
(5) freita (chiesty)
(6) irinte (fatigucd)

But, as shown below, the Kygi-parilars does not mention many
of these kinds while adding many new descriptions, The Kpibpariiara
l.:_nys particular scress on the colour of the animals, while the other
wortk is silent on this poine, Had the works been of the same auther,
we could not have expected such a differeace of views.

One poinc is, however, significant.  Though, in the Smrui,
Pariara, in accordance with eradicional ideas, has peescribed ngeicul-
wee for non-Brahmanas, yet he docs not seem e be very keen about
making the rule rigid in considesation of the importance of agricul-
ture in daily life. Asa mauer of face, Pardfara allows agnealeure
to Brihmanas only under certain restrictions about the oumber of

bulls to be employed by chem ; and cerain atonemencs ate be
undergone by them to wash off the sin of plaughing. This atticude
of the auther, which is noc onc of condemnation, may be supposed,
though on very shaky grounds, to explain cthe complete absence of
any refcreace to castes in the Kygi-pariara. It may as well be thae

the purcly secular nature of the work on sgriculeure did not afferd

4 Page 8g of the Parijers-smyd, Fase. 1, Ed. Dharmid hikari, Benares.
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sion of the duties of castes, Hence, the
of the two works may be pumblc. Amang
between the two, the number of bulis
In  this res.

any scope for the incly
identity of the authors
¢he minor points of agreement

to be yoked tagether for culdivation descrves mention,
pece, the steiking similaricy of the verses, found in the cwo, leads ane

(o considet them to be of the same hand.* For the reasons, stated

sbove, we cannot form any definice opinion about the identicy of the

Paraigra-smrii and the Kygib-pariizra, Some of the
T TP pariiars, are asceibed by Raghunandaoa to
hich scems to throw same light on the
Some of these verses are

authors of the
verses, found in the K-
different authors—a fact w
date of the author of che Kpg-pariiars,

sttrbuted o the Rijamirtands and others to Varina, From certain
in his History of Dhsrmasastra  (Yol,

litesary cvidences, P. V. Kane,
[, p. 276), establishes chac the Rijemartanda was a book by King
Bhoja of Dhird. Certain fairly relisble evidences lead the same scho-
lar to conclude thae the date of Bhoja must have been between tooa-
1065 A.D. From the references to these auchers by Raglwnandana,
one cannot come to any conclusion as the borrowing might have been
from these authors by that of the Kryi-pavaiara or vice versa,
oz both might have drawa upon a common source. It the
author of the Krpri-pardiers be supposed o be the borrawer, he
muse have lived at least towards the eid of the 33ch cencury A Do
Had the borrowing been in che othee way, the author may be rease-
nably suppesed wo have lived at least half a ceacury before the rise of
Bhoja, i. €. about the middle of the 1oth century A, D, Whoever
the borrower, as ane of them must have been, one ay, from these
data, safely place the authoe of the Kysi-pariiara in che periad between

i /950?' 100 A.D., a date which is certainly vecy old,

’_'(mpitc of maoy legendary sccounts of \{'ﬂamilni{a.' it has now
been asceraained beyond doubs that he was a histocical figuse, and
that he is one of the greatest authorities in lndian ascronomical

5 balam-srge-gavers prokiam sedgavass madbyamers smreiam |
: caturgavsrm nriersidnim dvigavams vrre-gbatinim| |
For detads, see Vidvskosa and Amdder [yotisi O
isa by Jogesh
Ch. Koy, Calcucta, Saks 1825, i i A
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of their opinions in placing him son.lct)i’mc(l::;s“ms}:o bcl: w"dm TS;IS
6l century A, D. Even il the author of ¢h Kcein t ? S!bc:':‘m" “:l
to be the borrower in this case, the ab AR

:  the above may be the upper limic of
his date. Conversely, il Variha be the borrower, the date of our
author must be placed in che carly centutics of the Christian era, That
Varibamilira koew a Pardfara as an authority on Astronomy as well
as on cattle-science is borne out by numerous prose quotations attrie
buted to Parisara in the Brhatsambita, and in verse 2, ch. 61" of the
same wotk.,  Thus, inspite of the lack of conclusive evidence, we may
say that the author was perhaps eatlier than the 6th ceatury A.D., and,
by no means, later than the 11th, Jogesh Chandra Roy would,
however, place Paritara’s wotk on agriculture between the 6eh and the

8th Century A.D. (p. 30).

Provenance of the work

I£ it is difficule to determine the date of the author of this work,
it is no less so to  ascertain exactly the part of the counsry to which he
belonged, Here alsa we have no other alternative bus to hazard a few
conjectures from the nature of the author’s treatment of the subject,
from his language and also from certain customs and supeestitions o
which he incidentally refers. The first thing that strikes the reader
is the mention of the bull as the only means of culsivation. It slsould
be carefully noted that though various animals, as buffaloes, horses, cte.
were used in ancient times and are being used even to-day in diffes-
ent parts of India for purposes of cultivation, yet the author mentions
bulls as the only means. Ic may be pointed ous that, now-a-days,
in the major part of Bengal, only bulls are used for this pucpose.

et . ———————————

This seems to hint at the Dengali provenance of che book. This
argument, however, loses much of its cogency when we consider
that, even in Rgvedic times, bulls are mentioned in connection with
agriculeure oftencr than other animals. Among the ageiculevral imple-
ments is mentioned the madika” (or ‘maid’ =ladder), 3 weed which

9 Ci perilarsh graba brbadraibiys polaksmernam,
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standard lexicons of the Sanskrit language,
probably a desifabda ot provincial term,
s equivalent, used in Bengal, is “mai’”" which is phi'lalogicaliy a
very casy step (madiki=maii>>mai), because the sof‘f:”“g of these
medial consonants is a well-known feature of the Prakeea lmguag‘c
(cf. dgatam=dsam in Maiharascrd Plft.).. 'I"hc wotd "‘;z.-:camk.:
or ¢ prajanika’” (goad) hasa direct dcnvanv'c in ?cngal n the. word
“pican’ of “pajan’’. Another such Praketism in  the work is very
significane.  The term whattanam” (detived .from Skt.  kartanam),
meaning the cutcing of paddy  sproucs, used tn the book, has the
Bengali cquiva]’c‘nf whatin” which is chicfly used in some pares of
Bengal in the samc sense. The lutter seems only to be a derivative

is not to be found in the
thus indicating that 1 s

of the former,
The customs of markiog the cows with heated iron and of cutting

the hairs of cheir bodies and tails, which are mentioned by the author,
are still to be found in most of the interior districts of Bengal, and the
practices have the same significance even to-day.  Again, the practice
of selling or, otherwise parting with, cowdung on Saturday and  Tues-
day (v.94), which is condemned in the work, is reprehensible even in
the present-day Bengal.

The most remarkable feacure of the book is that it considers

agricultute as depending merely on rainfall (vrsti-mila krsib sarvi), and
all forms of irrigation, resorted to in the areas of scanty rainfall, are
conspicuous by their non-meation in the book. [t can, by no means,
be argued that the methods of actificially watering the paddy helds
were unknown in ancient India, because, the Rgveda, the earliest
Indo-.Axyan work, and the Arthaidstra of Kautilya, a fairly old baok,
menticn quite a number of methods. The Swkraniti, also an ancient
work on policics, tefers to irrigation by means of tanks, wells and
/S-_‘l_’l\j'.}... This scems to suggest that the K rei-paraéara described the
"~ conditions of Bengal. or, at least of the rice-producing  areas of
_Nonhcn} _l"di? enjoying plenty éﬁ_ﬂigfall. Ic sl'xou)dv.t;oﬁ. however, be
lefr unnoticed that the seasons, prcmib&d by the author for diﬂc;cut

8 Sec The Positi
g ositive Backprownd of Hindu Saciology, by B. K. Sarkar,

L_‘ — =— —
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kinds of the cultivator's duties at diffetent stages ol the growth of

j‘».nddy. correspond al most l.t:r.\‘.ly with che actal practices peevalent

i smodern Bengal, The above facts tead o suggest thar the beook
. . . ' ‘. . - &

criginated in Noctheen [ndia, if got in Bengal.! though we cannot

prove anytung conclusively, T

s does not, bawever, necessanily wecan
that the author wa

s an inhabitant of this part of thy country.

Style and Languegc

Writcen tliroughaut in verse, excepting a fow mantrar in prose, the
book is very easy and aifords a pleasant reading,  Even if the baok be
beld 25 a compilation, a supposizion which is based on Raghunandana’s
asctiption of certain of ius veeses to other works bike e Féjemartapda,
yet, as a compilation, it has same ousstanding fracures which at once
distinguishy it from the later prose cempilations or digesss. It has
nothing of the needless and confusing elabaration indulged in by

later writers, and its language 13 simple, it syle charming,  The

9 Thaz Fields were extensively cultivared in - Notthen ledia, particalarly,
in the tepion now ealled Bengal, and wany crops, expecially paday, wetr largely
grown From very early times is amply borue ovt dnter ali¢ by the fullewing
lizersry refezences:

(*) Maaryan Bralimi Inscription of Mahasthin {2ad. cent, B, C)—the
inscription tecord: the grant of paddy to people.

(z) Rsghnvamis of Kalidisa {c 5th. cenc. A D)=LV, 37 (wikidiapresi-
rupitab kalemih Liats at transplactation of‘pnldy plants), '

(3) Fliuea Tsang's zccount (vide Bral's Buddhisz Reu-fds.. {8 . 7(..) fem.
AD): p. rg4—"the soul is fat sad loamy, ao:'l vich in “',h“f‘f' ct
grain-preduce” ; P 165 ~—"it is regulaly enltivated, apd is tich an
crops”; p. 200—"3t is regulaly fulxivatcd." ot

(4) Rimacarits of Sandhyiketanandis (3 1th, Ctm_.:\.D,)-. -7 relecs
to vagious kinds of pa’dy as the staple 1op in parts of Ucn'g;ﬂ (c£.
b;b.d&)nyo-fi,hvnvpbm-um&é\iwu-um)vm(‘::(, f"!gﬁ "{'-.- -

(5) Anulis Copper-plate of Likymanaseoa (ca75-13 A -).!—M; 1" -
b,ﬂ"uzk‘-”gyiuﬂiﬁhuilb)‘ ete, Interigsions af Bengal. T

SEie of Kelavasens ( Accession ta3s AD. h—

Ailper Coppez-plate =
(6) \E:h :5:-%2 v:;'uasn had smoota fiells, prowing excellent paddy.

Ibid. p. 15
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authoe directly and clearly sets forth his views without eneering into
any recondite discussions of conflicting views which bewilder the
readers of the later prose compilations, The book, however, cannot
justly be regarded as a compilation though Raghunandana’s ascription
of some of its verses to other authors may give rise tosuch an inference,
When we find Parifara acknowledging the use of verses from Gargya,
and making such refcrences as ‘“4nye munsyabh’, there cannot be any
conceivable eeason why he should have chosen to incorporate, without
acknowledgment, the particular vewses ascribed by Raghunandana to
others. This is not the usual practice among the compilers who are,
in a majority of cases, above the suspicion of plagiarism. The borrow-
ing, if az all, might have been the other way about, or, both mighe
have drawn upon a common soutce. Hence, no final verdice can be
pronounced on the nature of Parifara’s work which may or may noe
have been a compilation.

Poetical merits of the author

The verses of the Krsi-pariiars are mostly written in what is
commoaly known as the Sloks metre with occasional use of the metres
Indrevajrz, U pejati and Malini, This varicty of mectres, in such a
shoct space, speaks eloquently of the poctic merits of the author.

Consents of 1he work'®

It opeas wich an eulogy of the author and of agriculeure.  Rice is
then c.loqumdy extolled a5 the principal source of strength and
domemc happiness (v.v. 5-7). The influence of planecs on ag:kultum
and eaiofall is dwele upon in some detail. Then the clouds bave been
divided into four types, viz., Avarta, Samvarta, Puskara and Drona
and. the eﬁccf of mh is described (v.v, 34-35.). Next we G.m;
detailed fnd interesting  methods of aertaining che annual rainfall;
the peactical value of such meteorological forecasts has, of course o;
w b¢ mwd nu ace followed by an enumecation of ()ie indica;icgms
of immediate rainfall, such a3, the rising of ants from their holes with

10 For
: details, sec ABORI, 1955 (pp. 8-27). Here a rapid rérume only
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eggs, sudden croaking of frogs,'* etc. as well as a stacement of

particular posicions of che sun, the moon and che planees affecting
rainfall,

Supervision of agriculture has been emphasised as indispensable
for ensuring a good return, and, in chis matter, no proxy is allowed
whatsoever (v.v, 79-83)'*.  Bulls are an essential clement i agricul-
tural operations; as such, greac care of, and humane creacment

towards them have been strongly ordained, Certain rites, .., those

to be performed in Laguda-pratipss in the moath of Kirtika, are
enjoined as they are supposed to be conducive to the health of eatde.
Regarding the number of bulls to be employed, eight is the best and
two the worst.  One, who wishes the constane favour of the Goddess

of wealth, should use ten ploughs, The possession of a single plough
has been most vehemently condemned.,

Cowdung as a manure has been highly extolled to the point of
veneration,

The principal agricultural implements are the bals (plough) and
madiki (ladder). 5@ (pole), yugs (yoke), stbinu (?), niryola (tod),
paiika (rope), adducalla (pin of yoke), faula (?) and peceaniz these are
the eighe accessories of the plough. Desides cthese, there ace also
mentioned phals (plough-share), viddbake (hatrow), yotrs (cord) and
rajjw (rope). In has been directed that the implements and cheir
accessories should be of prescribed shape and measuremene; otheewise,
agriculcural operations will be impeded at eveey step (viv. 112-120
cf. dmarirtha-kalpadruma, Varsyavarga, sl 37-39).

The author then lays down the cffects of the commencement of
ploughing on differenc days of che week and lunar days, ete.  The
commencement of ploughing must invariably be preceded by certain

1t Cf. ben dike ghana ghana/
Sighra vrsti bave jena||Kbandr vacan,

1a CL kbiage kbigay libher ganti|
tir ardbek kindbe cbaii/|

ghare vase puche bit],
::»"';bm ba bhat| |lbid
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cites in ordee co ensute salety aad boustiful reeurns,  Defnite rules,

: 1 id down regard-
which appear to be supersciciows, have been lud d rezard

same of : :
Black bulls are the best, black-andred ones

ing the chaice of bulls,
tolerable, and the all-white bulls are the worst.

1 the nexc place are given sonic ome0s and porcents, l"m.' ex :m.;alc,
the raising of a tartobe by the plaugh, in couese o!. ;:-l:ufgluu!;, (ore-
bodes the loss of the cultivatar's wile, and the brealdng of the plough
poreends ghe death of the master of che land. 'l.'hc bellawiog of the
bulls engaged in ploughing, c¢ their licking of their noses (nisi-lidia),

or theie voiding dung, bowever, foretells a bue per crop.

Then we have the auchoe’s suggzestions regacdiag the suitabiluy
of che sail Sor coltwation in diffecent months, The soil is said o be
Lke geld in Migha, silvec in Phalguna, copper in Caitrs, and 32 on,
Culzivation in the dewy seasan (bemanta) is held to yicld the riches:
peoduce, while, ac the adveat of che rains (ghanigame), it resulss in
dice poverty.

Regarding seeds—their collecticn, preservation and  sowing—
derailed cules, which appear to bz of great pracecal value, are lad down
in the week, Al sesds must be collecied in Mighe oc Philguns,
Alter deying them up in e sun, they should be kepe insmall bundles
alcer separating the husk. Seeds of different casses must never be
mixed up, and the geass parcicles should be carelully theown away;
the tixed sceds yield 3 poor harvese, and grass-pacticles inchem result
in the groweh of weeds detctmental to paddy.  The seeds, closcly cied
up, muse not be allowed 1o come in contact with remnsats of ons’s
food, 2 woman ta liee mondily unpunity, a basten woman, ete, T hey
become wscless by coming in contace wich fire, sinoke, rata-water
and Gsh. For the sowing of sceds, Vailidha'® is the besc manth,
Tyaistha tolerable, Aridhe bad, and Stdvana worse (v. v.157-175).
OF the lunar mansions and Junae days, same ate bad for sowing while
othees are salunary, Foe averting damage w crops by locuses (Jalabbe)
and rats, one should ayoid sowing seeds on Saturdays  and Tuesdays

13 CL wiiakber prabam jule)
aiw dbin dwgun ybalq"]_ Kbanir vazan,
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rcspcctl\'tly. Sowing ol seeds
w be unclean, is said to be
cultiy

ixv

i -
0 Ambuvici, when the

earch 1s supposed
dangerous,

After the sowing is over, the
ator must level the Reld with the madibi (=ladder; the mai** of

present-day B“fg‘l)i otherwise the growth of the plants becomes uneven
(v. 182). . This pars of che operations also, like cle others, must be
accompanied by certain religious practices. To seediings for transplan-

tation, the same prohibitions or recommendations concerning the days of
the week, lunar days a0d lunar mansions, ete. as i

arc also applicable, Su (=]ysisths or Asidka,
the hot season in general, according to odmss is
seeds for eransplancation®® (v.169). While sceds are free from defects
(dosa-mirmuksas), seedlings may be besct with diseases (s#gada). So, care
must be taken o choose the right type of scedlings and those of
matuce groweh must be ayoided. Sccdlings, transplanted. in Sravana,
should be one cubic apart from one another, in Bhédrs hall a cubic,

and in Afvina they should be four fiogess apare (v, 385).  Ropans is
forbidden in low lands, {v.188).

o the case of seeds,
according to some, and
the best titne for sowing

For kattana or weeding out, and levelling the field after the sceds
have sprouted up, the months of Aridbs and Srivans are the most
suitable.’®  Preseevation of water in the field is an essential thing,

In Bbadra, an outlet for water should be made in the Reld in such
a manner as would release the excess water; only as much water as is

necessary for dipping the roots of plants should be allowed to remain
in the Geld. (v. 193),

14 According to Dr. De, mad in cultivation does not signify ladder, Tt is 2
kind of appliance which is cslpoyed in making the hard soil powdered w dusc,
S. K. De, Bingli-Pravid, Calcutta, 1359 B.S., p. 509, Na. 4959,

15 fravaner pur, bbidrer vira|

roo er madbye yata piral[

vaiSakbi vona, dsadbi roya|

jdygd na hay dban thoyi[| Kbanir vacan,
16 dsidbe kidin nambke|

jravane kadin dbinke/ |,

bbadre kidan Jitke/

abvine kidin hiske/| 1bid,



- ki there are some ncantations, wi[h ‘he
I this part ot ¢ e of Rama and Hanumat, calculaed ¢, ,,
sistanc

d pests causing harm to crops.

: t of the cultivator’s we!
B il o b i o e
¢ the Pmcnbcd wme, of the plane, called .y,

: s at the porth-cast corner of the ficld, Tli; 15 to be

(reed), w.‘h l;,“:hc worship of the paddy plans.

.acompanltd .Y sed to avert all evils to paddy (vv.201.4, ).
This ,ul.‘ is wsz:’c that the practice of fixing poles of Vatioyy

Ir is i““-u’ttl;:cg ;:lds in order to scare away mischicvous bigd, and

designs 0

; ils in Bengal.
beasts still in“t:; " d: crops, the owner of the paddy feld Must
Before 3': called mugti-grabana on an auspicious day iy ¢pye
observe d:; :‘u ans. This consists of cutting, along wich 3 teligious
gt,onth of K;d {ﬂ'" mussis o handfuls of paddy plants and Carrying
rite, ofwcm;‘i: e mdnplﬂ‘:i"g them in the prescribed Manner
m

off all insects 30

Nala-ropans fo'trm a
consists in the fixiog,

the
(v.v- 206313 ). . |

Medbi-ropans is anothet very important pare of the business of
the ownet of the paddy-ficld. This consists in fixing a 'medbi" '(z post)
made of 2 prcscribcd tree in the marga'® on an auspicious day in Agra.
biyana (v.v. 2 14-230).

The ceremony, called Pusya-yatrd, to be pecformed in Pausa peay
the ficld, should be pecformed when the harvesting is not yet over, 1y
this ceremony, there should be the worship of Indra and 2 sumptuous
feast with the kinsmen of the owner, consisting of various delicacies
kept on banana leaves (kadali-dals), the principal item being new rice
(navinna). (v.v. 221-237).

The stage, following the harvest, is mardana, or the separating of
the grains from the stalks. Then che grains of paddy should be

17 The exact purpose, scrved by the medbi, is not clear. In the text it is
merely said to be conducive to the safety and growth of corns (fasya-vrddbi—
Y.215; dasya-sukba-pradab v.218). R. Ganguli takes it to mean the post of
the threshing floor round which cattle turn to thresh out the grains (A griculture
and Agricultwists, p, 65),  But this meaning is not warranted by the text,

18 Docs it mean the way to the owner's house from the paddy ficld?
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weighed by standard weights (pramdnena tw mapayet) belore they are
stored up in the gravaty on prescribed days, In the granary, one
should place a piece of papet or any other writing material containing
two ncantations, The lase thing to be doneis the Ladrmipujs
(woeship of che Goddess of wealeh) which, therefage, marks the
conclusion of the business of the owner of the paddy-field lor the
season,

From the focegoing survey of the contents of the work, we find
that ic divides itself into two broad parts, the one being speculative
and «he other practical, In the speculative pare, we find various
observations tegading the influence of plances and sears on rainfall
and the various agriculcural operations.  One may leginmately question
the accuracy of chese observations which, however, should sot be
tejecied outright o long as they are not tested by competenc persons
i the proper scientific manner,  lo this part, we may include also the
superstitions (deas, e.g., the touch of a barren woman rendering the
sceds useless, the voiding of dung by a bull engaged in ploughiag the
ficld, foretelling a bumper crop, cte. The rcites and cersmonics,
associated with the various agriculrural operarions, may lead the modeen
agriculcunisg, with a scientific bent of mind, to brand the work as a
priestly manual adding to the widespread sacerdoralism of ancienc
India.  Bur, one must not lote sighe of the face that religions practices
were closely interwoven into the texture of life of the ancient lndians
so that even such praccical chings as agnculcure could not escape the
association of religious rites. The book undoubtedly contains very
valuable instructions regarding the important business of agriculture ;
these instructions, shorn of the superstitious maceers, the spaculative
astronomical obscrvations and the teligious practices, cannot fail to
impress us even to-day. One feels tempred to pose the question—in
this modern age, when che world is proud of various scientific
achievements, what material advance has been made in the marcer
of collection, prescrvation and sowing of seeds, cthe collection and
transplantation of seedlings, the presecvation of wacer in the feld,
etc. the rules concerning which were laid down in remote antiquity
by the author of the Kpi-parifara? One may bring the charge
of special pleading when it is said that works like the present
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one should be an eyc-opencr to those who decry the study of Sanskrit
as having no prnctical ucilicy. Buc the fact remains that many things
of great scientific value lie buried in Sanskrit, and it 1s time that we
dived deep into this literature and rescued the indigenous materials of

national importance from unmerited oblivion and saw the India of

our own in the proper persp:ctivc.



